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UM STUDENTS CREATE A UNIQUE ENTERTAINMENT ENVIRONMENT
By Julie Heath
University Relations
University of Montana
MISSOULA—
Narnia.
Dim lights soften a rugged interior of cement walls and wooden beams.
Tables created from discarded cable spools are scattered throughout the room.
Crowded around the tables are several species of folding chairs, forlorn survivors
of matched sets.
A log counter, well stocked with tea, cider, hot chocolate mix and instant
coffee, lines one wall and, along another wall, a piano stands.
Across the room, a low platform is the focus of red and green stage lights.
In a corner Asaln, the lion-ruler of Narnia, C.S. Lewis' fantasy land, surveys
the room from painted eyes.
Gradually, more and more University of Montana students are becoming aware of
the presence of Narnia, a unique entertainment environment being developed by
university students.
Narnia originated nearly a decade ago,styled after the coffeehouses of the
late '60s and early '70s.

However, because it depends upon student volunteers to

organize and staff it, Narnia has often been closed for several months at a time.
Now, after more than a year of inactivity, Narnia has been reopened by two
UM students.
Sophomore Phil Kempff of Libby and junior Mike Ekness of Westby perceive Narnia
as an answer to a general need of many UM students.

(over)

Narnia— add one

"Narnia provides a chance to get out of the dorms and meet students without
having to spend a lot of money downtown," according to Ekness.

He hopes an

ongoing interest in the development of this project will enable Narnia to become
and remain an established, active, UM facility.
Narnia is located at 538 University Ave.
Ark, a campus ministry building.

It is housed in the basement of the

Although the campus ministry donates the space,

it does not influence Narnia's activities and no religious programming takes place.
Kempff and Ekness open Narnia every Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m.

Scheduled

to close at 10 p.m., Kempff emphasizes that Narnia will close at that time "only
if nobody is there."
Regularly available are al1-you-can-drink beverages for 50 cents and free
popcorn.
Films are shown every Friday night. These films, often short-story presentations,
are checked out through the Missoula City-County Library.

If

funding can be

found, Kempff and Ekness hope to order films from other sources as well.

According

to Kempff, activities are arranged to "spark interest." In the future, he would like
to have a core group plan student-proposed activities.
Game boards and decks of cards are available and Kempff says they are "willing
to buy games if people want them."
Occasional live music is one potential feature of Narnia.

Students are showing

interest in providing evening performances, and all students are encouraged to bring
musical instruments.
Narnia does have a piano, says Kempff, "but even I can tell it's out of tune."
He's optimistic though that this problem can be solved in the future.
Narnia is a non-profit organization.

Operating expenses are covered by

donations from individuals and a few local churches.

(more)

Narnia--add two

As with the programming and operation of Narnia, students are responsible
for initiating improvements.
A need for better lighting was recently met with an offer of assistance from
a member of the Ark property maintenance board, Gerald Jacobson, of City Electric.
When installed, the light system will allow students to utilize a section of
Narnia for reading and studying.
Students are currently asking the community to donate leftover paint to be
used to decorate the interior walls of Narnia.

A variety of design themes have

been suggested, including one of random designing by students.
''Narnia's survival depends upon student interest.

Kempff and Ekness invite

all students to stop in, make suggestions and enjoy what Narnia has to offer.
A place to visit, play games, enjoy music or study, Narnia is ready to be
molded by the will and the hands of students.
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